IMMEDIATE EMOTIONS.                          Ill
raent. Good humor often proceeds simply from good health, favored, It may be, by prosperity. Quite as frequently, however, it is produced by mental appetences cherished from clay to day. In all cases it consists in a flow of grateful feelings running towards what is pleasing and viewing all things on the sunny side. In the opposite humor all things are clothed, as it were, in the dress of mourning. Possibly under the influence of a disordered stomach, or a diseased frame, or cherished ill-temper, the mind flits from one ungrateful topic towards another: in the past remembering only misfortunes or ill usage; in the present thinking only of deprivations, and in the future picturing only woes. It may become a Sourness of Temper painted visibly on the countenance, and exhibited in the manner, and rejecting all kind proposals, even those of genuine love.
" A man in high spirits, though he may not actually smile, commonly exhibits some tendency to the retractions of the corners of his mouth. From the excitement of pleasure the circulation becomes more rapid, the eyes are bright, and the color of the face rises. The brain, being stimulated by the increased flow of blood, reacts on the mental powers ; lively ideas pass still more rapidly through the mind, and the affections are warmed. I heard a child a little under four years, when asked what is meant by being in good spirits, answer 'it is laughing, talking, and kissing.' " (Darwin, c. viii.)
Already some of these feelings relate to supposed good or evil to others as well as ourselves. We may now look exclusively to the emotions bearing on others.
PITY is produced by the idea of a person subjected to pain or to any form of evil. When it is continuous it is compassion towards those who suffer, and it may be those that sin. Opposed is Hardness of Heart, which is insensible to the wail of misery, and steels itself against the claims of poverty and suffering.